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doppio lume s’addua (figure of grammar)
for violoncello, amplified guitar and electronics (2007)

José Luis Tora

Technical requirements

. Two unidirectional microphones for the ampilification of the
guitar: one for the sound produced between the hands and the
bridge; the other for the sound produced between the hands and

the nut.
. A CD player.
. Two loudspeakers: one only for the amplified guitar (placed near

the guitar player; see diagram below); the other only for the CD
player: the electronic part is a mono recording and requires only
one loudspeaker, placed between the two performers (see
diagram below).
CD PLAYER -> LOUDSPEAKER I
Mic. I + II - LOUDSPEAKER II

MicI
=\\ Gut.

W

Some remarks on the last section of the piece
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The electronic part begins just on bar 171. From this bar onwards, there
are neither tempo nor bar indications. For the coordination with the electronic
part there are two references: above the guitar part is the “absolute time”
(from 0'00” to 3'02", the end of the electronic part); between both
instruments is the length of each “bar” (always indicated in seconds).

Coordination between violoncello and guitar: fast figures (e.g. bar 171,
bar 175, etc) are always to be played (alternating both instruments as
written) “as fast as possible”; this indication must be taken literally: the easier
an action is, the faster it will be played, and vice versa. By no means these
groups are to be played as regular rhythms.

A vertical arrow between the two parts shows a simultaneous action.

An important reference for the end of the instrumental part takes place
on the electronic one approximately 2 minutes after its beginning: a voice will
pronounce clearly the title of the piece doppio lume s‘addua.

The last "bar” lasts about one minute without any action of the
performers.

Notation and performing techniques

Lr. laisser résonner
---Violoncello---
---Scordatura---
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The I string is only to be played from bar 180 onwards.
Tuning of this string: The 5™ harmonic of the I string has to be tuned as
a pure unison to the 7% of the II one:

be 4o
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The pitches to be played on the I and III strings are always written
transposed.

---Bow / Right hand---

It's notated at the middle staff.

--Contact point of the bow:

Precise contact point of the bow. The pitch is
— notated as a rectangular open note head; in normal
%; playing, it would be stopped by the left hand. It

- represents always a node of a natural harmonic; to

play with the bow on it will hinder the production of

this one.
By double-stops it is notated only on one string.

Ordinario: it means always the contact point where
the desired pitch (harmonic or stopped one) has his
more stable and fullest presence.

[od]

11



[sef]

Sul ponticello: with two variants poco / molto.

--Actions of the bow / Right hand:
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—-Left hand---

Gradual shift of the bow.

When a bow-rhythm (with the change of bowing
direction) is notated, this must be always distinctly
perceptible.

When it is not notated (or ad /ibitum), must be
always imperceptible.

Put the bow on the indicated string in order to avoid
it to resonate; no motion of the bow at all.

The same as before, but throwing first the bow
(crini) upon the indicated string (with “percussive”
sound).

String lightly touched with the bow (crini, alla
punta).

The same as before, but /egno battuto.

The word pizz. is only notated when the pizzicato is
to be played with the right hand (for the pizzicato
with the left hand see below).

Pizzicato with the fingernail.

Pizzicato Bartok.

It's notated at the lower staff.
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-—-Resulting sound---

Transition from normally stopped pitch to harmonic
stop and vice versa.

Pizz with the left hand.

Pizz with the left hand between the finger and the
nut; if possible with the fingernail. The notated pitch
on the upper stave is only approximate.

Tapping, percussion with the finger; both sections of
the string could resonate.

Tapping-tremollo; in combination with another
finger and with the bow in order to produce no pitch
at all.

String lightly touched with a finger of the left hand
between finger and nut (with no percussion of the
string on the fingerboard) in order to produce a
subtle tremble of the played harmonic. It indicates
no fixed pitch.

Muting: damp the sound with the fingers laid over
the strings.

It's notated at the upper staff (always actual sound).
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Gradual appearance of the harmonic.
Gradual disappearance of the harmonic.
Fixed pitch.

Resulting pitch (approx.) of the pizz of the left hand
between finger and nut.

Resulting pitch (approx.) of the tapping
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---Scordatura---

The pitches to be played on the 5™ string are always written transposed.

-—-Right hand---

---Guitar---
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It's notated at the middle staff.

There are three kinds of actions of the right hand: with the fingers, with a
stick and with the palm of the hand (the last one usually combined with one

of the two others).

--With the fingers:

Plucking the string indicated on the lower staff.

Plucking the string between two fingers of the left
hand.

Arpeggio on three strings (always beginning with
the 6™ string on the beat) imitating the cello gesture
(e.g. on cello: bar 22, bar 61, etc).

Tapping: hammering the indicated notes with the
fingers on the fingerboard (dito).

The same as before but without pressing the string.

In only one movement, first tap on the string and,
immediately after that, pluck-pull lightly the string.

Putting the finger on the indicated pitch in order to
mute this part of the string.
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--With the stick:
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The same as before but pressing the string on the
fingerboard.

Transition from one paossibility to the other.

Sul ponticello

Pizzicato Bartok.

The right hand uses a hard stick (with a aprox. 2 cm
& head made of rough wood) to strike the indicated
string. Without pressing it on the indicated pitch,
this pitch is not notated as usually (only in these
cases): because of the fact that the string won't
touch the frets, the notated and desired pitch
implies to strike directly upon the fret (and not
between them).

Gradual motion of the striking point.

--With the paim of the hand:

&

-0

Muting: laying the palm of the hand gently over the
string(s) in order to damp the pitch of the part
between the fingers/the stick and the bridge.

Raising slowly the hand in order to allow that part of
the string(s) to sound.

VI



---Left hand---
It's notated at the lower staff.

g Tapping: hammering the indicated notes with the
fingers on the fingerboard.

J;, In only one movement, first tap on the string and.
immediately after that, pluck lightly the string.

(without pressing the string) for the note indicated;
it will produce a natural harmonic, but only when
the right hand plucks the string.

g Place a finger on the string over the fret bar

P -

Place a finger on the note, holding the string down;
without any other action: no sound at all.

The same as before but plucking with another finger
of the left hand the part of the string between the
placed finger and the nut.

-
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Gradual transition.
¢--20

---Resulting sound---

It's notated at the upper staff (always actual sound).

e — Gradual appearance of the pitch.
e— — - - Gradual disappearance of the pitch.
e Fixed pitch.

VI
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